
As we approach the end of the year, with all the seasonal activity, fun 
and festivity this brings, it is a good time to both reflect, and to look 
forward. 

Reflecting back, we have recently updated our website for the PC 
Redevelopment page to include a set of PDF images which show 
information from our Pre-Planning Event on 3rd November, along with 
a 3D ‘walkround’ video of the proposed Parish Centre. The event 
was very well attended (we estimate over 200 people came) and it 
was encouraging to see the level of engagement from local residents, 
church members, users of the existing Parish Centre, local dignitaries 
and representatives of local interest groups, societies and associations.

The first illustrated page of the online document lists out the wide local 
consultation that has taken place during 2018 and 2019 as we have 
listened to local views, and responded through the pre-planning design 
process. Our process has been a synthesis of church needs and brief, 
community consultation and influence, technical and design input, and 
viability and financial review. We believe the resultant proposals are 
well informed by this holistic process and that we are putting forward 
a better design as a result of this.
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Environmental Approach
The environmental approach for the New Parish Centre encompasses several 
elements that will deliver a sustainable development and safeguard an enhanced 
facility for the church and local community. This takes a holistic approach that informs 
the design, its response to the setting, the use of materials, the energy philosophy and 
building services systems, ecology and biodiversity enhancements as well as access 
to and use of the building. This informs a sensitive, well planned, forward thinking 
and considered proposal within the surrounding woodland and village, ensuring the 
development will stand the test of time and be in harmony with its environment.

Design, Materials and Construction
The design of the building responds to the woodland setting and the trees as natural 
structures. It proposes the idea of a breathable drape, creating a canopy that is fitting 
for the woodland characteristic by using a light touch and organic form that responds 
naturally to the properties of environment. 

The building is designed to complement the beauty of nature and for this to be 
expressed in the material palette that references the elements of earth, water, metal 
and wood. 

Construction will involve using as much high quality locally sourced materials and 
labour as possible to ensure the building is built to last. The design and construction 
sequencing also consider the existing uses within the Parish Centre to ensure these 
can continue during construction before transitioning to the New Parish Centre.

Ecology and Biodiversity
The trees and natural habitat require careful stewardship. Where trees are low quality 
or value, these are to be removed and replaced as part of the landscape design. 
Where trees are an asset and contribute to the wider character of the area, these are 
to be retained, protected and incorporated into the design. 

Ecology surveys have been carried out to ensure the proposal will not adversely affect 
any protected species. The proposal is largely created on the existing footprint of 
buildings and hard standing, which reduces the likelihood of the development having a 
negative impact on the nearby locally designated wildlife sites. The proposal allows for 
biodiversity enhancements and management so that flora and fauna can flourish. 

Energy Use, Performance and Efficiency
There is a strong commitment to energy efficiency and performance of energy related 
systems during use. The goal is to create a zero-carbon building whilst in use so that 
any energy used is balanced by that created on-site through renewable technologies. 
Heating and cooling strategies will be coordinated with the design and use of materials 
to ensure energy use is optimised. Passive systems will be prioritised overactive and 
those which require a high energy demand. Rainwater will be harvested for reuse 
within the design for both its symbolic and natural properties.  

Access and Use
The way in which people travel to and use the building has a direct impact on the 
environment. The New Parish Centre is positioned with its entrance towards the street 
and village green to emphasize that it is a building to be visited primarily by foot or by 
cycle. Car parking is secondary, and necessary. However, if visitors do need to travel 
by car, enough spaces have been provided, and sufficient electric vehicle charging will 
be provided.

A new woodland parking area will provide additional parking spaces to ensure cars 
avoid needing to park on the nearby village roadways. The site connects to existing 
rights of way and footpaths to encourage pedestrian and cycle access. The New 
Parish Centre and its site are to be permeable and accessible to all.

Main Pedestrian Access
The new Parish Centre orientated towards Glebe Way and the Village Green to reinforce 
the public nature of the building and encourage visitors to arrive on foot or bicycle. 

Covered Cycle Parking
A large covered and secure cycle and pushchair parking shelter at the front of the 
building and close to the entrance.

Vehicle and Service Entrance
A secondary vehicle entrance in the same position as the existing Parish Centre access 
leads to car parking and drop-off areas.

Electric Vehicle Charging
Electric vehicle charging stations are to be provided through-out the primary parking 
area.

Retained Trees
Significant existing trees are to be retained as outlined by the Local Planning Authority 
Tree Officer and complemented by new tree planting as proposed in the landscape 
design.

Green Roof
The green roof is natural and will reduce the impact of the Parish Centre on the site by 
replacing some of the vegetation disturbed by the building’s footprint. It suits the concept 
of a free form roof because it is a flexible material that can be contoured to suit the 
design. The aesthetic of the green roof will blend the building into the woodland setting 
and have the following characteristics:
• It will change seasonally in terms of colour and texture.
• It will be low maintenance and have a life expectancy of 50+ years.
• The green roof sedum covering will act as protection to the roof membrane. 
• A green roof is a living thing with its own ecosystem.
• It is breathable and responds to its environment.
• It will be a biodiversity enhancement.
• A green roof will reduce the need for water management on site by reducing the rain 

water run off.
• It will further enhance the thermal properties of the roof.
• The green roof covering will be harvested in the UK.
• A green roof will improve the air quality by filtering pollutants and carbon dioxide.
• It will bring educational opportunities as it demonstrates sustainability.
• The green roof will require an irrigation system during dry spells (water will be 

harvested for this).

Rainwater Harvesting
Below ground rainwater harvesting tank to store water for garden and roof irrigation.

Natural Ventilation
Use of natural ventilation to the Main Hall, Multi-Purpose Hall and Café/Mezzanine
and other ancillary areas making use of the buildings natural roofline to provide stack 
induced ventilation. 
          Where used, mechanical ventilation shall incorporate heat recovery (minimum 80%
recovery) where the building arrangement permits to increase efficiency.

High Performance Building Fabric
The building fabric and construction will be specified to provide low U-Values for heat 
loss reduction, low air permeability and high specification of glazing, incorporating 
passive solar control measures where practicable (solar control film and/or solar shading).

Natural and Electrical Lighting
The roof includes a large glazed opening to the centre of the main hall. This together with 
a central deflector is designed to uplight the underside of the roof and therefore maximise 
natural light. All other spaces have large areas of glazing to reduce the reliance on 
electrical lighting. Where electrical lighting is required, this will be 100% low energy with 
daylight and motion control. 

Solar Photovoltaic Panels
PV will be incorporated into the pre-school roof with the intention of exceeding the 
minimum requirements to offset the annual CO2 emissions of the Ground Source Heat 
Pump system.

Ground Source Heat Pump
A ‘closed loop’ ground source heat pump (GSHP) will be used to provide energy
efficient heating and hot water to the buildings from a renewable source. The GSHP
will also provide ‘free cooling’ to areas of the building to prevent overheating purely
by utilising the low temperature ground water circuit in summer in conjunction with
local fan coil units. A ‘shared ground loop array’ system would be used
to provide energy efficient heating and hot water to the houses from a renewable source. 
The shared ground loop will ensure that maximum efficiency is obtained from the system.

Underfloor Heating (and summer cooling)
A west underfloor heating system is to be installed to the ground floor concrete slab to 
maximise the GSHP efficiencies. During summer months the system can be reversed 
to cool the thermal mass of the floor slabs. Installed services will be ‘zoned’ to allow 
maximum space flexibility with minimum energy wastage.

Swale
This linear grass covered depression will lead surface water overland from the roof 
and hardstanding areas to the storage or discharge system. It will provide temporary 
storage for storm water and reduces peak flows. It will be dry during dry weather but 
in wet weather, rainwater flows into it along its length and moves slowly through the 
grass area. The grass slows down and filters surface water flows. Sediment is deposited 
while oily residues and organic matter are retained to be broken down in the top layer 
soil and vegetation. This provides a sustainable urban drainage system and biodiversity 
enhancement. 

Permeable Hardsurfacing
All hardsurfacing is to be permeable to minimise water run-off.

Bat Roost
Integrated into the new Rectory loft.

Woodland Parking 
New tree planting combined with the secondary parking area.  

Flint Gabion Wall
Low wall marking the primary parking area.

Woodland Play Area

Outdoor Seating Area 

Natural Surveillance
Clear lines of sight to all areas of the Parish Centre and entrance from the Rectory and 
Keeper’s Cottage for security and management of the site.  
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Our design respects the setting, heritage and village location and draws 
inspiration from it. Much of the feedback we have received is very 
complimentary about the design, and especially about the sensitivity and 
environmental soundness of the approach being taken. This is illustrated 
in more detail through the sketch below which brings together the various 
aspects of ecological and environmental significance in the proposed 
approach to design.

Looking ahead, we had hoped to submit the application prior to 
Christmas, but due to some unforeseen delays in obtaining some of 
the site investigation findings we needed for accompanying reports, we 
are now looking to submit the application to Chiltern District Council in 
January 2020. The determination period is likely to be the statutory 13 
weeks and so we would expect to hear about a result from the application 
during April 2020.

We hope you enjoy a restful and refreshing Christmas break and look 
forward to what the New Year will bring for us all. Thank you for your 
support for and interest in the project, and for sharing many helpful 
questions and issues to inform the design process. 

Do continue to follow progress via our website page and share your 
feedback via our dedicated email: www.stleonardscb.org.uk/
parishcentreredevelopment | pcredevelopment@stleonardscb.org.uk

Excerpt from the environmental concept and approach 


